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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This,
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers
for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been
omitted.

The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher
Support. These files are:

Question Paper 12, November 2016

Question paper 9093_w16_qgp_12.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_12.pdf
Question Paper 22, November 2016
Question paper 9093_w16_qp_22.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_22.pdf
Question Paper 32, November 2016
Question paper 9093 w16_qp_32.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_32.pdf
Question Paper 42, November 2016
Question paper 9093_w16_gp_42.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_42.pdf

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk


https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html

How to use this booklet

Introduction

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments

Ms__ Gillowel s _speech (s clewockersed by strang,
e Tt is writhein i _cunthought- provokung |
nacmner,cusd _exposes_ dhe flows. of the leoder
._QLH:'.e_appoaiJiau_o _ o

_:% Answers by real candidates in exam dem:_ﬁ.udﬁ"—f'

u conditions. These show you the types of wied |
answers for each level. hel  ormseictiomn. |

- . 1ﬁicmeﬂ:\iﬂ -
Discuss and analyse the answers with .

& . e attemtionef |

| your learners in the classroom to

'* improve their skills. m:j‘r Saape

Aﬁhr_ﬁefgm_*c_ﬂhhmr_fﬁr&aiady_&j_iihﬁ_maﬂibﬁ
Juclh_o_plwase _resamnctes o sl .l:..mem.ﬁ‘,‘.mmmpt

o e here she teduces” his {afluemce _ouad napotiaks

How the candidate could have improved the answer

0 Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
passage.

Examiner comments \
e/ are alongside the answers,
linked to specific part of the
answer. These explain
where and why marks were
awarded. This helps you to
interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to

inne exam technique. /

There was some engagement with the passag
focus was very variable and rhetorical devices

This explains how the candidate could have improved the

answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of
The response would have benefited froma mol Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam

disconnected and this prevented any clear exa technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in

« identify language examples and features| @answering each question. This will help your learners to
the passage avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the
» comment on specific effects ofthe chosg best chance of achieving a high mark.

effect ofthe passage as a whole

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 5



Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates:

o take Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS qualification)
or

o follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in
a later series

or

o take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International
A Level.

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting

The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Sections A and Section B. 2 hours 50%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International A Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages ‘ Duration ‘ Weighting
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 25%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and
Paper 3 Text Analysis Duration Weighting
The paper contains two questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

Candidates must answer both questions.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and
Paper 4 Language Topics Duration Weighting
The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic | 2 hours 15 minutes 25%
area.

Candidates answer two questions.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 7
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Section A — Question 1

Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high Examiner comments
5.2%,_ ag waps,m@ ond. {25
M

Niboing - dobun,obbodsd | pon b, bost

Charodas = naerstor, poothed, hiond, futbar

-Sflﬂl/»% - Zisbabur H&m

Pl "TNOMM one_ it GMMVLZU"‘-
Dm)?hrvo/amfb
/\odwfywﬁod: WW
SMMM
PUE Hoink

Godhar g foobuds W, yp ey

SMMO:/LM. Loes o ;&&&W’\
JL\M/SPMOYLWW N\b:w/h,wg Co;%&mm@&
méunaoxmiﬂanwo\w\m smotthe,

P ol o whak [im

\N&Mmmwm

| om nob whek  lan. b4 odesk WMLH | @ An eye-catching introduction
, ok st d using an allusion to Othello.

n g b “om =4 dw %Mk%m Stimulates interest and informs the
And, en W‘“ﬂ"‘”ﬁ} rorontic ond Jl’“fl"‘*"*’wﬂ examiner that this is a candidate
LiRa me ond Jubat but | Aot with He who is well read and is able to use
mandlin  Okhallo This srecdic, tiddanc 14 jusk language devices.
cadbac ewwrsor }or ﬂ,}:)dimm e 'lijwphups ev;ow.é
R | Dok s ok o 1ad ord B tustigs g
Hoop  contede to_HAz pabher mamvtmbgwbbb | @) ‘sardonically’, ‘precursor’,

<60 el ‘malevolent’ are instances of
NM | can't M—Hﬂa},\—%{‘w\ ambitious vocabulary used in an

i (]
'MM'?‘. . Mt L‘j"‘*’b Lo ﬂ’rﬁ""‘ J‘W"W"’\ apt manner by the candidate.
pRrmon, lm%rmfbowm%)wmr%bo!%

\

doy ib ndbuig buk o Kloeder repliia d bravedo.
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Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

Now s, pr—t: WWMM;?

that lwmwum n i So rudh the psulb
_Q%_WPW-M caialskmpbu-owub bt more u{@g
rm@motawmwawm And Like
ey mmwmﬂmm eegwnmuw
MMQMJZ-WW&.' that
ﬂw_ﬂn\miqndr\qn?lv&lwu}no{& P‘;:JIQ:NMW

Ok no s dmost saen one and Unn gldh nat
Wh%mtﬁéwmﬁa rusther
J«WEW MMJ%WMW Mw;{cz H’be

bwbtnmuw lm/;w w@_m'

Mmaumawmwww
W@HUGJ:MIMAL@A&W&
BWWO}MW b Somelises Jools ks [l
L&t wmfmmawmm})iu%%f%
ampwmw_ 0 wosrosed 04 Seon, 0 ‘
th¢1m¢ it Mae. Hooener it os  boon
bu:eﬁ_w hos olloued pe o et sepe dpubis.
Roabitially hordond | o o pifect compatibilily.
Whilse lwm&wwwﬁww
MMWMWMM
| reodised | WLWLL,{WM MM@
%Qhwﬁo%ﬁbawmf&i&w
Jandebip in_tude qpoct ostion (108 posibie ue oo
_WWW%M%MMﬁlMW%L

e This first section manages to
develop a singular idea of a
persona who is troubled. The
reason for the melancholy is not
explained, giving rise to mystery.
Withholding information raises
suspense and stimulates the
reader’s interest.

O Spelling error here — and there
are a few scattered throughout the
piece — but it's through ambitious
vocabulary and therefore some
leeway is given.

6 The variety of sentence types
so far, together with range of long
and short sentences, adds interest
and pace to the story.

@ The humour used in the
language — using some overly
formal words for a domestic
situation and acknowledging it —is
masterly.

e The idea of a ‘missing’ person is
guessed at here by the examiner —
who might have missed the silence
of the mother in the paragraph
above.

e Error — it should be ‘she and I'.

9 Persona still muses on her ‘lost’
friend, but we find out later this is a
bit of a false clue meant to trick the
reader.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Section A — Question 1
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

6 hoy boon odewst oo ueoks now pna, owr Losk

MW\MW%WM

iL‘%MM&W& tw‘wm

mmmmmw mm{hpkm
mww“ﬁmcs wnml

WMU—WV\W# P’f‘(.' r)o—rb,, MW
f:o_u?_\%tbmkmw ot | 0w Len ['d
W%%J%M@MM_‘AWM 12)

whon needed o vpol,\uzeontlmiw&du tﬁuowumuw

@TMW%W&HI%M&M&M

O’DSC\&W "1wmmm ”\-wvd/x Jmm. fo{M)/ung

ortain guople.” Yot ke ws Lol pomplotely_unhanred

coraets Yoot Lo hodit Loard
Mwwwéwmuuﬂb{lﬂwﬁm
MMW%W%M%MQ [ Hunk
roidedall . who Reew mﬂfou&mwvéwwm
ibhs%m)gulh Dze,nn;\)zok)& kithon, t0 500 uziw,w
W%M&sam%&m Wlﬂj/t,por
er'émW v gosly iy pornuing Wit
HA@WHMMO%&

H@W&bdmd@wws buk i Hais

Coke. MDLMG( "B Midaveer waw.s Dreap™ SMBMJL,
tha. W %WMW#H%M'H@M
Q{WWMMMNqMMWGm

\Aqmwvsalm%mwuqdhm_SM b‘&(mg}m

@ Complex idea — language use is
sophisticated enough to
accommodate this.

®

<...from (me).” Missing word.

@ Use of metaphor to depict
relationship.

@ Interesting build-up of
characterisation.

@ Another mention of the mother
missing though the persona is too
busy caring about her own
problems to actually pursue this
thought.
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Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

Mﬂmmlﬁmxﬁr\mﬂ? Aa ove couvadonto

crcausm Ml\mwhwmwﬁw&u

Mdm%’&.md 1&MMMMW

mmﬂ,,, OEMI&M !mtws@u WW{I{M

Shzm QLQWMWMW&L\LMWLQM

Mww«ﬁwwﬁrmx)ﬁ Mbmmww&

e ww « ‘Fofgohbz&bm SMH% Wﬂq/“&

IMMWWWMM /}wmf

MWM &H%MWMWMMMO\

MWL‘LB(&WWM M‘H&Mﬁ-ﬂ%{t‘éa

pablise, {hod o srtligs (B

L}

Ouide oo - Mmﬂqnwfuﬂ%%mw

Qe mmﬁ@-m)uﬂuch/an MMWM\S W

M%wawwwﬁ /\w&aw

mwb@w MMWW&}»&H& '

rowgvets of. Mwwmw‘n

M,meowwwmm best fraid wooud-

mt MWMMS&WW WLLWI;D
wountﬁxﬂfub’;ﬂmmw Aarcu/\ [uws toreng.

W@mww y poresely tmtww bome .

/'aqu{;o}w o GPess, (b

Pl s ond i it rtigbonis Jled B

strents {Ake,aom%wmlfdfm Mu}mﬁ’lﬂf /u,ud%; ren ouk

omg%b@du ﬂel’«md)fmwl Mét”wftatialﬂ 144 e

ﬂ@lﬂwwww m‘bLQwa ond ko, rnornes

o g Lodnt ouonsotumed Lost ngtet e _asured oo

MMQ&bqo%MWAWMM% | pordy

U

W%WWG;M“’W‘QW

D

b e, [ akid Jlod pith tepadaliin. S wi gone @B

@ Mystery sustained in the idea of
the absent friend and her missing
family.

@ Third reference to the mother —
the ‘real’ missing.

@ Ambitious vocabulary still used
with care.

@ Good use of paragraphing — a
new paragraph is used as there is a
change of venue (the persona has
arrived home). Good continuity
between paragraphs is seen in the
cohesive vocabulary choices — idea
of ‘circus’ at the end of one
paragraph coheres with the ‘chaos’
in the opening of the next
paragraph.

@ The mother is the missing
person. We only find this out at the
end. However, the sense of
mystery is sustained till the end by
the subplot of the absent friend.
There is also suspense created.

@ Engaging and imaginative.
Strong sense of purpose and focus
on the parameters of the task.
Ideas are complex, language used
creates a real sense of character,
mystery and suspense.

Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

There were a few spelling and expression errors. These could have been avoided by a final check at the
end. The errors, mostly of spelling, were due to the ambitious vocabulary used. Although the composition did
not get full marks as there were quite a few errors, it was still a very good piece of work which achieved an A

grade.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments

Plan
/ Amsterclom / Conals _gull of big-boots
/ canals / Brdges
/ rriciges / Pnine cronkcHouse
] Aﬂne &mMHOULS&m_ / Shacld L,nclependrm’r
/érY\ClLL unclepenclont SNOPS :

SNOPRS / Bikes - hot__ hikos
/_‘/_%Llfﬁi CHAYMA €.

q’\ Amstercom _the  canals. ron oo gh

e whole  pICce.  Every (e re (JOL tUm

. [ELQXL\OA on the
_6_6,_.3 looctt e Lo

LbocaeS ¢
lap the concds Jhouse boots — ave connected
’.to_ﬁl;\e__&wo%e
] S@&UE@

|To_adc 0 Hnis_ thelt) o
1Hov_can_eosily. __mxsmv.\e__one bRCGEFOr

J
_You_cre not guite &J_CLLF__bQU_\LG

| been  there |oegcOre. The ol Qo€

[ scatihung - to ook or onBl  orveoonct

CONCAS, 0OCKS_ resste |
CQQ_Jchma,_prom PO |
{0 pecial  books. Alor\\g_ji:&ux;k__

sgsm._\lau_come_gc,_‘c&?
pon  house oatks  onel thed, Y

LYou__see _some  bhat  con or\Lu e

;_O_ESCAbgd\_QS_b\pouo SHW corttoe, *\O OOk O,

.__[-ll_on\_g_w_t,th__au__tm__cc\zfmls O
2 aleNeT: es_au_,cgm free  HNOLSCINOL _ Cf trem,

[OO_S_\/_C% aLlike._|

onatrer  onc uou_wWUL_encl uo

| LD.FCL__CQmp_Lg_tQLg_,CM{:ere___chcctLD_  But,
LSl _part. of the  pcun
,__A__f&LKLOQ_ﬂOLQLQT_ﬂD_G*D€WU Ful_Cuy |

op—the ploce.|

(S_the Anne Faonk House. The long gueae |

o Immediate task focus on the
description of a city/town, as the
task is to contrast a town 50 years
later in the second piece.

9 Error: subject-verb
disagreement.
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

1S worth _sfoncuing . SO you— COn WO
_arouncl__the  wstorical howse. I, stands
ol (ooking. oot on@ tre canadandl
o lttde ran of  $oo. ikis sancidhed
oetieen €00 ceven  toller Mouwes. Not to
gve. 0o mmuda GGy, , ES_Oon exera ol
_anmd_ﬁxpcmmﬁ_tmt__&mg@_{—_be_mm
HEseye ooeming o dnode a0S realtsy
hoppenng _onck _mMakes, YO _feel grod-
LepLl_tince (0 aon T have to Lhwe
N

Amgercom s full do_4he omm poleh
Stoau_ncepenciont _snoes. eveny Sdle.
oo s _&‘mm@pkm a5 qu/L)i&’l‘W e (?i)me. ambiti.OltJ.S vct)cTEuIary is
pieces_ o the ol Oge. In_eoch Shop | | USed o give variation fo the
andiOwe tere s Sometning,cligrerents | eSS

Ehot Ul no r\oL,bt;Mco_\tca__\ﬂQ Lr_eye. |
L hether  (Fs_ ire seasaallelalille ARG o\ 2
O e ROCe andl eoll_siye Jewelien @ | | @ Fragmented sentence.
Trere s 0_SOuener _goowerieed @
L_fAnall |FPYe SRNNTE U__hOLV(J_Dever_,Siea_\gkef

lgutie ~ (e theye. The  vost_niumber _gp |
|them QQLUWQ_LQW_.@JQL%_HEEE@S‘—___
| Bikes e g peCorme Jo__populor_thad

| tules haw _een maode. You _caninck
l_LO_CL:_yCM”_JQUie)__LD__(;@:’l:Qm_pla@_.Or

. wlll_joe faken Giavouy. I YoL—WICNE_|

6 Spelling errors of ‘souvenir’ and
‘guaranteed’.

! fbw%gouﬁlam~m8_tlmummmt
1o e oilkes_ aven'’s t,__Nortb_l/eeptr_wg__
He you do pongy o Stroll—cdong e
NGl xeep 0 the m\/e_rrmw_as_ ey |
| ciyelisy_dont_holdoock. T \Bepzdal_
Least, they Grovel  post. Fec hum cause
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14

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

their breaks o0t nonk-X.

_L)W\STer@otqm_ﬂ:E_cmls__@ie_pLLLe&__
Lol MU oder _&C_QQQQ&OMS
LOver Clous_onch  gedasl. e oS
_ruL\S__D_Qt__’cr;ﬁQ@h out. thre roodS. |
_@_Q_CE_HCLKLLLOHOQ hmrm 0

_m,m_me:&j_mw_mtb as _DU |

SQACAesS ol eglect. NnuMber
O house bocatS. N g_otro;maa,ca
_clecrecyrdl_ancethe quoliby cp e

Luater detenortitect. Unporiincdy M
nuMbRr CL lmme boats. St lcar 10

Jomges__ncs__rm_emeﬂ_cowem the

ater works fo ke congesied._andl
O\/Q;OLQCQ\__LM__HQQXL‘Q\_DO_USQ_C&_
_pedtald Joocits- @ (dhon 1 inncuw __Otd(:l—;-——

_howve _pecore_in_such o Stat?”_tholk
they Cannot e ok e pedals

MQL_IC@“_ij_.. am._’ch@_cme___now NamMe)

folal _._CL_’;H___U\J\ LO\LLF?
Tre pAQIGRS Y\Qve bee _reuilt in

e \ost B dpertu e 46 FifY Lpas.

nSreadd cp \f)e\m W of Stofe  dney
,o,r_e__m\,g__ on e\dzsore cmd aAYe_ lowt \‘k’

Lrom  Concrete  anmdlSteel  loaungs. I

LdO L_wee tHO _talke o pdtz  Of Q
_\or\dge___ﬂ ek e CQQCLL_L/E_(/_O_QULCM%
nove e Omoe  agect ay e alied

LAY RS ogo. Eady bndge _hoy— |

G DaYe NOW) - oncl_ (k1S 1N b@_t@f@:‘s

0 Contrasting piece sets up a
description of the same town 50
years later.

e Spelling error of ‘unfortunately’.

@ Fragmented sentence.
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

Next. 4o (k£ SO theres o Chance op
_hammg_’df_\m; exCitech , sligintly Jercipod |
feelung  CF beu~y (GF Gl an an
odvenre
_Tne_grir_gOndasnc_Pre Fronie. Hoose
LS_nouwe - Surrounciect By potiwag oot
_gcomy_Conals_and. medkernised. beieheg
LbholdnQs - and nouses. e garay. oot |
Llee  Gsore dnumb. Alhough ks _an

ﬂp@ﬁ.&‘(\&‘_{x,\\”ﬁi_op_deM\

Nstono (e _doesint (odk -_CA{_’L._
It ook like  somepne oy o \,t
LIOM _S0Moushere  @iae _onek \squzaeme_oz_uﬁ

in_O_gop. _
@Smau__zraemazant.;hom_mmummumw_
endont _Shepr 2 €veny roack & 8 filled
N\tb__b\q_bﬁcﬁc_LeLOp\ 10_malke
thwngs  wosse_there 1S tnore than
One o €acin_ SNop. Trere afe six
L H&M! 3__\\0 ﬂd@p&@ QE__£OUr rr)_(lcl;_*_
Thit__ 1S POt red@sc __ELO’Chmg SN
_Out N _dhe Shop GINAOLY. - E\eny 1 Edallaoiil
S the Saime. E\Lﬁry__fshmir_,gumpec_@od
_dreys_indud) the Safe, ek Tres
_bohermman, FOCKk_ancl ol vrloe Yos
W@Lﬁ&“moU@Iecm&tb\r@. hawve
b(l@f\__Cﬁr\itCQl ~
le Ure lOOk,an_. O _bi KQ_MQF 10,
done_batber oot
_have _all gooe. %_Noz_a_h@m
0 e Seen, not. o Choun ho» A
- NOw,__evengore 1akey 1o ‘ihor‘ hover
| boards- A" Stcite e the Qrt ais. Hoeyy |

9 ‘squeeshed’ is non-standard
English; ‘squeezed’ would have
been a better choice.

@ A rhetorical question to add a
language effect — that of a
character who sounds disappointed
with the new Amsterdam.

The candidate should have
used ‘is’ instead of ‘are’.

@ Triplet used for descriptive and
rhetorical effect to pass judgement.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

QIR they_.aﬁ’_,cﬂusb ot o bikke, Therfis
_Qo_ﬁmig__@:a_gma_g_muf_m e 100 ®

gLality—orwallung  post andlthere
m’rh\ng leck ook o we SingiloL¥eed.

Ul R . AV ‘4?\5" e
_Asneldl a8 hover boor s, _elechic  Caws |
| have  reatiu _dcken Amsterdan oy

_S:to_tm_@:i_cue[%@gg_bog_nnp, They
QSO _hawve _very  big Cous, Very Ule-
_Ssecarly® Inseoct_op_houng —biike
porkS there's o constany clennand
LFOr_MulttLStork Yy COY_Be 00K |xS-
AL ANS @ INTEreshry) ee lipestyle
_thrge Y COnDNL_FTO o) 2
Lhope rot. e people. Op Amsterclam
_Q;ﬁé;-,uﬂwlmmmq ond_SomeLancut gRAm -
py._Every  Citizen STonme arounel (ke
—they 'Que_&mmmte_w@:g_(mmmgm_
d0be. fven If - -@&-ch_c].u_sg_.gmrhcj_
0o recrest & yoermowlsel—E0D ol
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17

@ Unclear what ‘bad quality’ refers
to. Thought has not been properly
formulated.

@ Spelling error.

@ Part of the first piece: the
candidate has managed to add
another detail to structure the
contrasts between the two pieces.
This seems like an afterthought;
hence a brief plan would have been
a good idea.

@ The word ‘throughout’ is
missing.

@ Imaginative touches, some
appropriate sense of audience.

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

A number of errors were made. The candidate could have checked for subject-verb disagreement mistakes,
fragmented sentences, missing words and spelling errors.

The description could have incorporated more specific details of people and activities to add to the
atmosphere.

The language used was a little unvaried: the candidate could have used more ambitious vocabulary, different
ways of starting sentences and using varying sentence lengths and types. There were a few attempts at
language effects, though not always successful because of the lack of variation of devices. This sits at the
bottom end of a C grade.
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Section A — Question 3

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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___fb’mdlﬁ,_ug@v TIwud_Maubb_ud_ﬂ 20
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o Spelling error of ‘woollen’.

e Spelling error of ‘turned’ but this
should be in the present tense
anyway.

e Tense inconsistency.

O Spelling errors: ‘happnes’,
‘reagion’.

e Spelling error ‘rythamically’.
0 Spelling error ‘sparkelling’.

e Unclear what ‘pot face’ means.
Also ‘scarecrows’ is plural; but ‘its’

is singular.

e Subject-verb disagreement
‘rays’ — ‘reaches’.

Q The plural ‘specks’ is needed to
match ‘flowers’.

@ Tense changes from the
present to the past tense.

m Spelling error of a basic word.

@ One basket is not enough for
all.
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Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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@ Unclear, undeveloped detail.

@ Missing word, ‘fur’.

@ A general idea lacking specific
concrete details which would have
engaged the reader.

@ Another basic spelling error —
‘happynes’. ‘Soul’ is also misspelt
as ‘sole’.

@ ‘can’ and ‘could’ — confusion of
tenses.

@ More errors of spelling —
‘excitement’ — this one is a common
error.

@ <widely awake and wild’ — a

bold claim that is not developed
much in terms of supporting ideas.

@ Spelling errors are now
frequent.

@ ‘one of my unanswered
question’ is ungrammatical; the
plural form ‘questions’ is needed
here.

@ More spelling errors.

@ A short composition lacking in
development. There is focus on
relevant content and the form is
mostly descriptive, which is
appropriate.

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate could have developed more specific details in this short answer. There is some focus on
‘colour and light’ as demanded by the question but there is more ‘telling’ than ‘showing’ in this composition.
Imagery could have been developed further to enable the reader to better imagine the scene.

Spelling and tense errors were made throughout the composition. The candidate could have spent a few
minutes checking the work at the end to correct these errors.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to write either a narrative or a descriptive piece of work in Section A,
depending on the command words in the question. For example, ‘Write the opening to a story’ in Question 1
was asking for a narrative piece, as understood by the word ‘story’, whereas ‘Write a descriptive piece
called The View from the Window’in Question 3 was asking for a piece of descriptive writing, as it clearly
stated.

Other important words were the ‘focus’ areas that each question contained. For example Question 1 asked
the candidate to create a sense of ‘suspense and mystery’; whereas Question 3 wanted the description to
focus on ‘colours and light'. For Question 2, the command words were, ‘Write two contrasting pieces’. The
question was asking for a description of ‘a town in the present day’, and ‘the same town in fifty years’ time’.
The focus words were to ‘create a sense of place and atmosphere.’ The words ‘place and atmosphere’
clearly referred to a description of a setting, though elements of dialogue could be incorporated to evoke that
atmosphere.

Candidates sometimes did not focus on the instructions within each question, for example, ‘suspense and
drama’ for Question 1 and ‘a sense of place and atmosphere’ for Question 2. Time-management skills were
lacking at times: overlong narratives in Section A often led to short, under-developed answers for Section B.

Some candidates did not spend a few minutes writing out a short plan to ensure the sound and effective
structure of an answer. A lack of a plan often leads to diffuse, rambling work.

There was frequent evidence of candidates referring to ‘amounts’ rather than ‘numbers’ of people, and the
confusion of ‘less’ and ‘fewer’ occurred even in some of the more competent submissions.

Some candidates struggled with syntax: they either created comma splices or ended sentences without main
verbs. Incorrect apostrophe use was evident in some cases, but a more common error was the absence of
punctuation.

Some candidates neglected capitals at the beginning of sentences completely.

Dangling modifiers were an issue: candidates should be taught the risks of beginning a sentence with ‘By
__ing’ formations, especially if participles are not related to the subject noun of a sentence. Some vocabulary
was incorrectly used.

Other common errors were:

e spelling errors

tense inconsistencies

lack of subject-verb agreement
unvaried vocabulary

unvaried syntax.
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Section B — Question 4

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments
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0 Lively tone established from the
outset, appropriate for young
audience. Direct address is used,
indicating a sense of audience and
involving them straightaway.

9 Subtitles add to the structure of
this composition as well as a sense
of purpose.

e The use of imperatives
continues to directly address the
audience. It also lends a tone of
authority to the piece, and has the
correct function of advising the
reader.

O Rhyme helps to make the article
appealing to the audience,
particularly young people.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

O- N
———U‘%g—MA%&WA—VQ— I %mufe \?O\r&\“ru\\m)

ALY C\-\JU-'\' [STENICEW o {loesrals o~

[ .
__Q\_J\-:h‘_u:.%_d_& aloua. JQ% Haa  hpol 8(‘0(‘3

Fuls  cass. oowe  AMBTLl ok o Muwe oM

y e o
___%oo oA=L, t,mowb o) a ol &y . ORe st G

EEIN IV l_me__ﬂ+¢o.w_%¢wsm
mc»\_na_\‘u-&) S‘\‘c;c\wm}\\ auch W&o RESSE S (AN

Aot enow osled Yoo 46 ga Sowsowmberg

vacku —HAQ A Jow '+ e efleonel.  dy San

P .
o (dstiea Moolrons, straduoec  on e
SMUNS. Non &or mqmosc.)@

. Cor whak  Low wcoak .

Li's face % wselw ol gox\ug%:‘ X waaaak i’

so Doluee ootk o 60 devsauate  \eduoky

Cf\ \ﬁum\/&:\@m& WU o e %\w‘%u\ Aausch

MUl owd persessd <(Yr\ml?\lt‘%(®bk\ Heoooer Vet
You \,U\o\u\ M- K)Q-W_Q_Ar& \-‘e LA S Apeak \J\Q\A l(

ochoan adc e d\-HA_CQ afio— qwu\:e

arscl veloudosntlig ey ey WaolR
. » &@35& N
o Maoldtas, Lood AL WCa cn\b
apEle.  Dou™l” doeliase wa ~g\‘w ¢ J\Q\u!r

l_oouach Qioae \o SYSUy oIS YW u S Raa- AR_axR

_Su&*v Ao o'z el %mmﬁﬁ* ouned "R ‘\BGQMQ

alnle +o \NI‘FL’\_\M +Ha, W‘Laﬂﬁ\nu\\

___% Luok-_ ¢ S {?\??q ‘M dm}i S rush \MQQ
4o gadvsfacfios JQ\ 9“7{)\!\\.!\5‘3 Mw \.k\mg,\'&j

..Us.w__‘to_%k\r »FOCI— wbaan o o lida "Q_

daLrus
uuU\ S\eekoi& wadha W ek V\B\gmo)\%

6 Specific hypothetical situations
that the teenage reader would
encounter.

@ Allusion to pop culture appeals
to a teenage reader. This tells the
examiner that the candidate is
aware of the audience and
understands form.

e Continued appeal to audience
with use of idiomatic English gives
rise to tone of confidentiality.

e Needs a comma here.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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Q ‘documentation’, ‘approval’ and
‘consent’ are all apt lexical choices
of vocabulary for this particular sub-
section.

@ Shows continued awareness of
teenage audience.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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m Continued use of idiomatic
speech shows the candidate’s
facility in English.

@ A proper conclusion to the
article.

@ Thoughtful and engaging, this
composition shows a strong
structure, voice and purpose. It
develops each point clearly, with
subtitles helping to organise ideas.
There is a concrete sense of
audience, expression is fluent and
there are very few errors.
Candidate achieves an A in this
piece.

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The use of an anecdote or two, some more varied use of language effects and a showcasing of the ability to

use slightly more ambitious vocabulary would have improved the mark.
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Section B — Question 5

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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o Audience is made explicit from
the outset — and it is immediately
clear that this is a speech.

9 Spelling error.

0 Topic is made clear from the
outset.

O The speaker’s purpose is also
made clear now by a
straightforward statement of intent
and a simple indication of direction.

e Spelling error from
carelessness (the candidate spelt it
correctly in the subtitle). Also, this
should be followed by a full stop.

0 The first point has been made
but no example has been given.
Development is minimal.

e It needs an apostrophe here —
‘one’s life’.

e Spelling error.

9 Apostrophe needed — ‘working
years’ experience’.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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@ Unclear. Does candidate mean
‘while still at school’?

@ Again, unclear here what ‘doing
a lower standard’ means.

@ Purpose is clear from the
outset. This is the opposing
argument.

@ Use of discourse markers to
indicate structure. This also helps
give a sense of purpose to the
argument.

@ A full stop is needed here to
avoid the sense of a run-on line.

@ Repeats phrase — this makes

the composition seem a little
unvaried.

@ Spelling error.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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@ A question mark is needed
here, as this is a question.

@ Some development of thought
here, which helps the audience
follow the logic of the speaker.
Again, this point would have
benefited from a specific example.

@ Vocabulary is apt here.

@ Spelling error.

@ Discourse markers continue to
the end.

@ The expression ‘academically
achieved age’ is unclear.

@ Careless spelling of ‘they’?

@9 A conclusion is needed here.
The speech ends too abruptly.

@ Overall, a consistent focus on
the relevant content and form. Apt
sense of audience, and a clear
structure showing two opposing
viewpoints. Lexical choices are apt
and give a sense of two voices.

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

While there was a consistent focus on the topic in the candidate’s answer, the number of errors, especially of
spelling and punctuation, brought the candidate’s mark down. The use of specific examples would have
made the arguments more convincing and persuasive. More varied use of language effects could have made

for a more engaging set of speeches.
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Section B — Question 6

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments
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@ The word ‘This' gives an
indication that visual content is
being referred to, which is
appropriate for the script of a
voiceover. However, this is a
sentence fragment and not a full
sentence.

e Missing apostrophe.

e ‘At least’ should be two words,
not one.

Q ‘we’ and ‘themselves’ do not
match — inconsistent pronoun use.

6 Pronoun inconsistency
continues.

‘according to ourselves’ does not
make sense. The candidate needs
to be exact e.g. ‘according to our
greedy desires’.

@ Spelling error.

e ‘broken down’ is an unclear
expression. Does candidate mean
‘destroyed’? ‘colony’ is also not an
appropriate word; ‘habitat’ is more
accurate.

@ ‘l guess’ is informal and
unsuitable to use in a voiceover for
a documentary programme.

9 ‘that’ requires a ‘so’ to complete
the expression e.g. ‘We have been
so blinded... that we are hungry for
more...".

@ ‘on top of' is inaccurate and a
rather flippant use of language.

& Why ‘other'?

@ Unnecessary use of ‘even’ — it
does not make sense.

However, the candidate’s use of the
interrogative is appropriate.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093




Section B — Question 6

Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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@ Spelling error.

@ Subject-verb agreement error.

@ ‘feeding off’ is an unclear
expression.

@ Punctuation is needed, either a
full stop or a colon.

@ More sentence fragmentation.
@ This should be singular.

@ Spelling and grammatical
errors.

#I) Word ‘do’ is missing.
@ Spelling error.

@ A question mark is needed
here, as this is a question.

@ ‘(one) hundred’ — missing word.
@9 Subject-verb agreement error.
This should read ‘Every one of you
has the power...".

@ Missing apostrophe.

@ There is a missing word here.

@ This should be a colon.

@ ‘loved’ is an inappropriate word
here.

@ ‘More of public transport’ is an
unclear expression.

@ ‘For’ is needed, rather than ‘of’.
@ Wrong word — should be ‘caps’.
@ This should be a comma, as it
should lead on to ‘in order to

restore...’.

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

This composition was relevant, with an appropriate structure in place. Language effects were attempted.
Expression was unclear at times and did not flow easily.

The candidate made frequent errors in this composition: inconsistent use of pronouns, sentence
fragmentation, spelling and punctuation errors, use of imprecise or unsuitable vocabulary, subject-verb
disagreement. Although the content was relevant, the ideas were not always clear and ideas could have
been developed more carefully and appropriately. The form was appropriate, but not always consistent —
there were instances where the text did not read like a voiceover, e.g. in the use of ‘| guess’ which is
unsuitable for a voiceover. The candidate could have made sure that all elements of the text cohered to the
style of a voiceover.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to persuade, argue or advise in Section B, depending on the command
words in the question. For example, Question 4 ‘Write a magazine article called Travelling for the First Time’
clearly asks for offering advice and guidance. This meant that candidates had to give suggestions in a
positive and thoughtful way, using language effects to steer readers to accept the ideas as beneficial to
them. The purpose and audience were understood to be travel advice for ‘older teenagers’ travelling for the
very first time without their family, so candidates had to select their vocabulary and phraseology to appeal to
that age group.

For Question 5, the words ‘debate’ and ‘argues’ should have alerted candidates to the form expected; and
the command was ‘write two speeches’ with ‘opposing attitudes and viewpoints’. Candidates therefore had to
formulate two different speech texts with completely different points of view. The more sophisticated
candidates also created two different voices with varied styles of speaking to emphasise two different
personas.

For Question 6, candidates were told to ‘write the script of a voiceover’. The examiner expected candidates
to tie in the content with some visual elements of a TV documentary, not merely write an essay with a
passionate argument or a quasi-speech exhorting young people to ‘step up to the plate’. There was no need
to write ‘stage directions’, but candidates should have written so as to reference the imagined visual
components in the documentary. Candidates should have spent their time in using language persuasively
and convincingly.

The more successful ‘Writing for an audience’ answers kept the target audience in mind throughout and
adopted language and structural techniques to match that audience. Less successful responses were unable
to use the conventions of different forms, establish a mature, credible voice or develop a well thought out,
logically organised line of argument. Across Section B (as in Section A) there was a range of technical and
structural errors which often impacted on the clarity and accuracy of expression. The most successful
responses avoided this tendency.
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